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‘---When we. see cl&& ’ THE ‘IMPORTANCE ‘of 
Wildlife as an Lesthetic re- 

;ttmrct 4hat tnhtnterr.tht 
.a o$~~~;t z 

alst en .idbptmab.le,'re- 
~miaderofourmvllplactill 
the natural world. 

We up, howwer, as care- 
le8awith the protectloll of, 
endangered animal twxles 
as we are With .our own. 
W&l species are disappear- 
dng under our very eyes as 
*- complete. the exploita- 
tiah of the planet. destroy 
spe&lized &hit&, dump 
onr wastes lnto air and sea 
apd recklessly I harvest the 
whales, t$e I big cats, the 
tea& the allgators and what 
have yvu for the most frivo- 
Ioua or replaceable human 
a’tpIsos=.. 

~pedea’ against commercial 
depredation by regulating 
their j shipment into and 
within the U.S. The only op- . 
position to such laws came 
from an, drreaponslble part 
of the fur trade; whose natu- 
ral nrpplie6 will soon wapo- 
rate ii they art aot 
promptly proteoted. 

The best advertlaed argu- 
ments for wildlife protec- 
tion art the aeatbeffc and 
moral ones. These reach the 
passions more easily than 
the votes and dollars of the 
electorate. In fac& however, 
a diversified wildlife is a 
perlahable resource of vast 
but unpredictable economic 
value. 

The variety of species is a 
great library of information, 
literally encoded h the spe- 
cific DNA molecules -that 
characterize each type,. It is 
paradoxical that, in this era 
of most rapid elimination of 
natural variety, we have 
begun b learn the keys to 
that code and to appreciate 
the subtleties of the evolu- 
tionary mechanism ‘that it 
drives. Each difference spe- 
cies is a unique adaption to 
ita own way of life, a lesson 
in “How to Live” that we 
can never properly under- 
stand after we extinguish it. 

that we might exploit for 
highly rpecilized uses. The .1 

ZL?~*u:~fo: gGZ$ ‘I 
&u# -&)a ]s m &$ 
pie that would have been. ] 
0eyond imagination 30 years t 
ego; the rhesus may not last 
mtthtr 20 rear+. A .rare 
species’ of 0amster is qow 
vary 0nportant in cancer re- 
search: tl& could not have: 
been predicted 20 years ago. ’ 

which ones ,we might aban- 
don, we can also reckon the 
balance of merits and costs 
in adopting them too. If we 
muddle along as ‘we have 
been doing, they will all go. 

During this pr0ces.q OCR ’ 
museums of natural history 
must be transformed into 
more effective depositories 
of what can be .saved from 
the dying remains. Here, 
modern .biology may offer 
bnexpeeted contributions to 
a museum’s responsibility: 
the preservation in ’ cold 
storage of tissue samples of 
representative animals, a 
technique already widely 
used in laboratory studies. 
At the very least, our des- 
cendants will be able to re- 
construct some import de- 
tail from the study of Dl?A 
molecules retrieved from 
such a library. Furthermore, 
a whooping crane might be 
hatched in future from an- 

. Xost wild apecles are’ 
probably doomed, in the 
long..run, in the face of the 
growth of human popula- 

Ition Andwemaynotbefar 
beblnd tbem. But &hls is 
hard4‘god reason to rush 
ehat &om 

hi fack if we can’post- 
pod it* for a century or so, 
:&yt even find ways to 

:; ,‘.’ ,- * 
FOR THAT reason, any 

plausible help ought to be 
mobilized. But legislation 
was stalled in the Senate 
last year, for example, that 
would have broadened the’ 
protection of endangered 

At a more practical level, 
we have only begun to 
domesticate the range of 
plant and animal soecies 

The orangutan is dlsap 
ptarhg in the forests of 
Borneo. This one among ’ 
man’s closest relatives 
might’ h the key to under- 
at&ding how the brain 
works. or to the farming of 
0earts for transplant or, 
most likely,of all, to answer- 
ing questions we do not yet 
know how to ask. A few iso- 
lated specimens in the zoos 
are all We FaVe to Count On other bird’F egg that has 

ZsebKZZea$% E! been 
renucleated from 

that much of the uotentiel frozen, dormant tissue. This 
va&ty within that species is backstop ought not be ac- 
irretrievably lost, even if cepted as a ,eubstitute for 
close-bred OraIlgUbnS Will au&n& the wild ;bhds, 
survive at all. . 

WHAT WE’NEED most of 
q however, any more than 

freezing some human cells 
all is a clear policy to re- would take the place of sav- 
suond to the accelerating ing mankind.. 
l&s of all wildlife where we 
do not make careful plans to 
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prevent it. 
We cannot save every 

species, and we should not 
be shifting our attention 
from one to another with 
every shrill outcry about the 
Hawaiian Nukupuu or the 
Mongolian wild ass. We 
ought to frame a policy that 
we know how to pursue end 
qforce for the effeotive 
preservation of the sycies 
that can be saved. 

“SCIENCE AND MAN” appears as a 
weekly column in the Washington 
POST and is syndicated world-wide. 


